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Pride

A poem by Gazelle Agati
(November 1951~Apri| 1977)



“March 30th is the anniversary of the martyrdom of the Iranian People's Fadaee
Guerrilla Pari-dokht (Gazelle) Ayati; an artistic comrade and a gifted poet. As a
young poet in her high school days, she chose the pen name Gazelle which was
indeed suitable in light of her beautiful face and gazelle-like eyes. Today in the
communist movement, Gazelle is well known as both a member of the IPFG,
and a female poet and artist. However, neither her revolutionary activities nor
her artistic and literary works in their entirety are known to the public. In fact,
even her magnificent and meaningful poem "Pride" also known as "I am a
woman" was not printed in the movement in her name. This poem which has
eloquently depicted the living and fighting conditions of working women in Iran
during the 1960s and 1970s, alone speaks of her vanguard artistic ability and
incredible talent in illustrating the realties of life in the form of poetry in an
engaging, passionate and memorable style.”

“... It must be noted that this poem owes its beauty and magnificence to the
development of armed struggle in Iran during the 1970s and to the great
sacrifices made by courageous and selfless women and men and their
revolutionary sincerity and devotion towards the oppressed masses. Without
the sincere and humble fighters, without the brave and fearless champions like
Marziyeh!, Gazelle's artistic talent could never reach the heights to produce as

A\Y

majestic a poem as "Pride"... V.
(Excerpts from “Our Crimson Gazelle” written by comrade Ashraf Dehghani in memoriam of Gazelle in April 2015)

1 Marziyeh A. Oskoee was yet another brilliant and brave IPFG member who fell in a heroic combat with the Shah's
mercenaries in the streets of Tehran where ordinary people witnessed her epic fight and became a legend among the
legends of the IPFG.
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English translation by: A. B rang
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